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Vesta l Centra l  School Distr ict  JANUARY  2018  

JANUARY SCHOOL CLOSING/HOLIDAYS 
No school on Monday, January 15, 2018 (Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Day) 

Dear Tioga Hills Families: 

As we begin a new year, there is a lot to look forward to here at Tioga Hills! I know that my 
New Year’s Resolution is to continue to get to know each student on a personal level- sharing 
interests, laughs, and good conversation! My hope is that you will continue to read and have 
meaningful conversations with your children at home. Here at school, we will encourage your 
children to continue making their actions count, by being kind, safe, taking good care of our 
school, and doing their best every day. Thank you for the constant support you provide us.  

This month, we will kick off our 2nd year of the One School One Book program. This program 
is a fun way to instill a love for reading and build home-school 
connections. We will be sending home more information soon! 

January also includes the annual 4th grade field trip to the high 
school to see and be a part of a Chemistry Magic Show, put on by 
chemistry students to capture the imaginations of our budding 
scientists. We end the month with a band and chorus concert, 
which is always a fun event. The beginning of February will also 
bring an Orchestra concert for you to enjoy!  

We hope you and your family have a wonderful 2018! Happy New 
Year! 

Sincerely, 

Hayley Crimmins, Principal 
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Character Education……..Making our ACTIONS COUNT 
Thank you for helping in our Annual Holiday Food Drive…we collected just over 
580 nonperishable food items for the Lions Club to help families in our immediate 
community!  We certainly made our Actions Count for the holidays!  We also collected 
$31 in cash that was used to donate to a family to help them with holiday perishables! 

Banana Splits Update… 
 In December each group discussed family traditions and how some stay the same 
and some change over the years.  We carried on our Banana Split tradition of mak-
ing a holiday ornament to celebrate!  It is never too late to join this group, mem-
bers are welcome throughout the year! 

In the classroom… 
DUSO & Kelso have a wonderful time watching students become expert problem 
solvers in and work to have healthy friendships. Kelso will be visiting 3rd grade in 
January to review and practice problem solving skills  

May the New Year hold promise for good things for all of our Tioga Hills Families! 

As always please call if I can help in any way!  

Rhonda Ruhm, M.S. Ed. C.A.S. 

School Counselor 

 

IT’S HERE… ONE SCHOOL ONE BOOK! 

This month we begin—get excited, get ready, get moving, get reading!  January 9th, books 
and more come home! 

Be sure to check out the Office Art Gallery…now featuring artwork  

by Larry Morgan and Lucas Laubisch!  Congratulations to those students for such a fine job! 

IT’S HERE… ONE SCHOOL ONE BOOK! 

This month we begin—get excited, get ready, get moving, get reading!   

January 9th, books and more come home! Watch for a packet of infor-
mation about the program to come home soon! 
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Music Notes 

Tioga Hills Music Events 
 

Please join us for our upcoming perfor-
mance!   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

4th and 5th 
Grade 

Chorus and 5th Grade Band 
January 29 at 7pm 

Tioga Hills Elementary Cafetorium 
************************************ 

 
4th and 5th Grade Chorus - School Day 

Concert 
Friday, February 2 at 9:05am 

Tioga Hills Elementary Cafetorium 
 

Music Education Advocacy 
Quote of the Month 

 
“Music has a great power for bringing 

people together.  With so many forces in 
this world acting to drive wedges between 

people, it’s important to preserve those 
things that help us experience our com-

mon humanity.” 
 

Ted Turner, Turner Broadcasting System 

Congratulations! 
Congratulations to the following 5th grade 
chorus members, who were chosen to par-
ticipate in the Broome County Music Edu-
cator’s Association Festival in the spring: 

Charlotte Coker 
Camden Gendron 

Ella Luker 
Christine Tran 

 

NYSSMA Sign Up Deadline: 1/12/18 
 
The annual NYSSMA Solo and Ensemble 
Festival is being held at Johnson City 
CSD on April 20th and 21st.   If your 
child takes private music lessons outside 
of school and their teacher would like 
them to sign up for NYSSMA Solo Festi-
val, the registration forms and payment 
are due to Mrs. Burczynski no later than 
Friday, January 12th.  Please have your 
child stop to pick up a registration form 
as soon as possible.  The private teacher 
and your family must fill out the form, 
and I will then register your child for the 
festival.  If you have an older child 
(middle school or high school), please sub-
mit the form to a music teacher at that 
level.   
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                             SAFETY DRILLS 

Our fall fire drills are long over and students once again demonstrated the automa-
ticity we want to see in drills. This obviously will help ensure safety should there be a 
fire, a drill with which we are all very familiar. We want the same automatic reaction 
for our other drills: a Shelter-in-Place drill to shelter students and staff inside the 

building, which would be most often used in a weather emergency; a Hold-in-Place drill, which limits 
movement of students and staff while dealing with short term emergencies such as an animal that 
gets into the building we need to shoo outside or the arrival of an ambulance; a Lockout drill, which 
secures the building during incidents that pose an imminent concern outside of the school building; 
an evacuation drill, and a Lockdown drill, which secures the buildings during incidents that pose an 
immediate threat of violence. I know it is unfortunate that our society has become one that such a 
drill is needed, but it would be negligent in terms of safety for us not to have them. Our teachers 
explain the drills to the students in their classes in an age-appropriate manner. As for the Lock-
down drills, our School Resource Officer (SRO), Tioga County deputies, and NYS Troopers will be 
invited. It is important for them to become familiar with the layout of our school and our drill pro-
cedures. As for parents, if you are in the building when any of the above drills are called, you need 
to follow instructions as carefully as the students do. You, as well as the staff, are our adult role 
models for students. If parents are outside the building, please return to your cars until it is over. 
An announcement will be made to end the drill, which can be heard via the speakers outdoors. We 
plan to put signage on the lobby doors indicating if we are in a drill. Thank you for your coopera-
tion!  
  

News From The Health Off ice  

 

School Physicals Reminder……For Parents 

 

There are still students in kindergarten, second and fourth grades who need physical 
exams with their own physicians. If you indicated on the Physical Examination Permission 
Form that you wanted your child to have his/her own health care provider complete the 
physical exam, please send the completed form to the Health Office. It is due. 

If you would like your child  to now have the school physical exam, just send a note stat-
ing that your child can have the school physical. I will be scheduling them after winter 
break. 

Thanks! 

Just a friendly reminder that there will be outdoor playground unless the “feel-like” 
temperature is below 20.   Please send your child with snow pants, boots, etc. other-
wise they have to stay on blacktop out of the snow. 



5 

    

     HALLWAY HELPERS 

As part of our Actions Count pro-
gram we are  having “hallway helpers” at the 
end of day.  They are students who will smile 
and are friendly, remind students to walk, 
keep hands and backpacks to themselves, and 
report any dangerous behavior.  In December 
our helpers were: 

 

   Trevor Fundis  John Gorman 

   Owen Gale  Liam Hughston 

   JT Gannon  Lauren Policare 

   Jace Gannon  Jacob Purdy 

 

 

STUDENT ANNOUNCERS 

A GREAT job was done by the 
following students who helped 

us out in December with morning announce-
ments: 

Sophia Altmire  Ava Meza 

Jace Gannon  Gemma Nelli 

JT Gannon   Evan Palkert 

John Gorman  Max Policare  

Jamilyanna Jemmott Ellie Ramia  

Kaelynn Jones  Samara Struble 

Aleeyah Lippman  Christine Tran 

  Jason Wavra  
       

A COLD WEATHER ADVISORY FROM THE HEALTH OFFICE 
 
Please remember to check your children’s outerwear daily during the cold winter 
days.  Warm jackets, hats, scarves, boots and an extra pair of dry gloves in their 
pockets will protect them during very cold temperatures. 
 
Also, please check if your child is properly dressed for the school day.  Long sleeve 
shirts, sweaters, and sweatshirts are suitable attire for class. 
 
It is also a good time to review the danger signs and risks of cold temperatures with your chil-
dren. 

 

STUDENT FLAG RAISERS 

 

A GREAT job was done by the following students who helped Mr. Doolittle in De-
cember  to raise the American flag: 

              

Carter Adams   Lindsey Steele 

Ryan Brown    Elana Struble 

Madelyn Hampp   Ty Sullivan 

Kaden Savelli   Jason Wavra 

Jessica Secord   Abigail Wickman 
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Kindergarten Gingerbread Day! 
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Dates to remember: 

PTA Meeting Wed Jan 3—7pm 

No School Mon Jan 15, Martin Luther King Day  

Game Night  Fri  Jan 19 

Vestal School Foundation Trivia Night  Fri Jan 26—7:00 pm VMS Cafe 

 

A message from your PE Teachers and the American Heart Association 
 

REMEMBER TO STAY PHYSICALLY ACTIVE! 
 

When the temperature drops, our motivation to be physically active often drops too. Fight the holiday 
bulge with these tips for keeping physically active when the weather gets chilly. 
 • Go sledding. Running up a snowy hill, sliding down and repeating is a great way to 
get the whole family physically active. If you don’t have a sled, don’t worry – a cardboard 
box, trash can lid or skateboard without the wheels will work great! 
 • Ice skate. This is a great workout for your legs and heart.  You’ll also 
help strengthen your core, which is engaged when trying to keep you balanced. 

 • Shovel the snow. Someone has to do it, and it’s a great way to get the heart pumping 
and the other muscles working. But don’t overdo it! 

 • Go for an afternoon or evening walk, jog or run – and bring the dog!  As long as 
you’re dressed warmly, any time of day can be enjoyable weather for taking a stroll or a jog. 
Winter days are shorter, so start early enough to finish before it gets dark. 
 • Visit the local community center for a game of indoor basketball 

with friends and family. This is also a great way to entertain out-of-town guests. Grab a 
basketball, some jump ropes or a volleyball for a couple hours of fun physical activity! 

 
 
 

 

 

Happy New Year, Tioga Hills Families! We 
want to thank you for your continued support 
and participation in so many of our amazing 
PTA sponsored events and projects. We look 
forward to a great start to the new year and 
invite you to join us for our next PTA meeting 
on Wednesday, January 3rd at 7pm in the li-
brary! 

 

 

I'd like to take 
the time to say a huge THANK YOU to all of 
the wonderful Tioga Hills families who have 
donated their time and financial aid to con-
tinue to make this program successful! 
Without our help this wouldn't be possible. 
I'd also like to thank the women's  

calendar:T1:7pm
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Early in November our pack had a number of 
scouts earn their Bobcat rank, which is the 
first rank that all Cub Scouts achieve.. The 
following 1st grade scouts earned their Bob-
cat rank at a super fun ceremony: Antonio 
Poccia, Daniel Foy, Eliot Darpino, John Mat-
tice, Isaac Mones, Jacob Howell, Seth Aus-
tin, Trey Schafenberg, and Vincent Autieri.  
In 2nd grade we have Garrett Butler and in 
5th grade, we have Noah Austin.  At that 
same pack meeting the Bomb squad came to 
visit us and fun and learning was had by all 
involved.   

On December 9th members of the pack 
served as the color guard for the Binghamton 
Devils game and the pack 43 curse continued 
as the Devils lost their game.   

Our next big event will be our pack meeting 
on 12/21 where scouts will earn awards, write 
holiday cards to veterans and celebrate the 
season with their friends. If you ever want 
to join us, feel free to contact Tim Lilley at 
pack43_den1@stny.rr.com. 

 

         Come join us for games and fun! 
                                      Located in the gym. 

    Games include: 

    Giant Twister 

    Basketball Connect 4 

    Giant Hungry Hippo 

    Giant Yahtzee! 

    And more?.... 

January 19, 2018 6:30-8:00pm 

This is not a drop off event, students must have a supervis-
ing adult present.  Younger and older siblings welcome to 
attend.   

Meet in the THE Gym at 6:30 pm.    

 

It’s time again to kick off our 
spring Box Tops Collec-

tion!  This competition will run through Friday, February 
16 and be our final collection of the school year.  The top 
class that collects the most Box Tops will win an ice cream 
party and 2 students, the top collector and a random draw-
ing, will each earn a $10 gift card to Toys R Us. Remember 
to write your child’s name and teacher on their submission 
so they can get credit.  Watch for status of each class’s col-
lection numbers on the lobby TV.  Don’t wait, start sending 
in your Box Tops today! 

group of Park Terrace Church along with all 
of the volunteers in the food pantry who 
help us with our food deliveries, and who 
have provided us food for our children!  

 

We are continuously accepting donations for 
our program - items we can always use are 
canned soups, pasta meals (SpaghettiOs, 
Chef Boyardee, Mac ‘n Cheese, etc), individ-
ual peanut butters, individual fruit cups, 
puddings or snacks.  

mailto:pack43_den1@stny.rr.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Grade Overview Sample Problem and Answer 
 
 

 

The foundational ground work in Grade 4 addresses 
equivalence, fractions representing the same amount of area 
of a rectangle and the same point on the number line. 
Students build on their Grade 3 work with unit fractions as 
they explore fraction equivalence and extend this 
understanding to mixed numbers. This leads to the 
comparison of fractions and mixed numbers by representing 
both in a variety of models. Students also generalize and 
reason about relative fraction and mixed number sizes. 

 

 

 
 

 

Students extend and deepen Grade 2 practice with equal 
shares to understanding fractions as equal partitions of a 
whole. Their knowledge becomes more formal as they work 
with area models and the number line. Students work with 
fractional units of halves, thirds, fourths, sixths, and eighths, 
and experience units such as fifths, ninths, and tenths. 

 

 



 
 

 

As students compose and decompose shapes, they begin to 
develop an understanding of unit fractions as equal parts of 
a whole. Students decompose circles and rectangles into 
equal parts and describe them as halves (a half of), thirds (a 
third of), and fourths (a fourth of) or quarters. For example, 
students see that a circle can be partitioned into four 
quarter-circles, or parts, which can be described as fourths. 
They learn to describe the whole by the number of equal 
parts. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Students combine shapes to create a new whole: a 
composite shape. Students see that another shape can be 
added to a composite shape so that the composite shape 
becomes part of an even larger whole. Students relate 
geometric figures to equal parts and name the parts as 
halves and fourths (or quarters). For example, students now 
see that a rectangle can be partitioned into two equal 
triangles (whole to part) and that the same triangles can be 
recomposed to form the original rectangle (part to whole). 
Students see that as they create more parts, decomposing 
the shares from halves to fourths, the parts get smaller. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

In these primary grades, students begin their fractional work 
through the lens of geometry and the composition and 
decomposition of flat shapes. “I put two triangles together to 
make a square.” They then decompose shapes by covering 
part of a larger shape with a smaller shape and analyzing 
the remaining space. 

 

 
 

 

 

Resource: 
www.greatminds.org 

http://www.greatminds.org/

